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 Lake Forest, CA. 92630-1042 

Inspector 1042nd Masonic District: Arthur L. Salazar Jr. PM 
(949)-292-7253 or art.salazar@cox.net 
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Senior Deacon: 

Wil Smith 

(714)-290-9663 

Wil.smith5@yahoo.com 

 

 

Junior Deacon: 

Karim Oscoff 

(949)-370-7596 

koscoff@msn.com  

 

Marshal: 

 

 

 

 

Senior Steward: 

Keith Mulvaney 

(949)-395-8252 

keith@mulvaneyandco. 

com 

 

Junior Steward: 

Randy Smith 

(949-215-3107  

Doxamen55@cox.net 

 

Tiler: 

Kevin O‟Brien 

(949)-831-3493 

Kevinbrien8527@cox.net 

 

 

Officers Coach: 

Robert Katz PM 

(949)-495-6908 

polar80cat@ 

earthlink.net 

 2nd:     Stated Meeting Dinner 6:30pm and  

 Stated Meeting  at 7:30pm 
 

9th : 1st Degree Practice 
 

16th: Practice for the 3rd Degree on the  

             30th. 
 

23rd: Fellowship Night changed to 4th  

             Tuesday this month 
 

30th: Scheduled 3rd Degree ~ specifics  

              will be  sent when and as  directed.  
 

OFFICERS SCHOOL OF IMSTRUCTION 

November 22nd:   OSI ~  (DARK) 

& 

December 27th: OSI ~ (Dark) 

 

The first OSI will be on January 24th with 

Tustin Masonic Lodge No. 241 as Host 

 

More to follow as to requirements, formats 

and general information. It is obvious that  

hodge podgery was nowhere to be found in 

the set up of the new system. Individual ef-

fort will realize a net gain to the Lodges 

therein.  

 

Brethren: 

   Our new Lodge website is now up and running!  This doesn‟t mean we‟re done though.  We now need to 

update the content of our site so please contact Brother Joe Perrigoue to sign up for any portion you would 

like to contribute.  We will need articles, pictures from past events, and anything else you would like to add. 

We have also added a new Paypal feature to our website which means you can now pay your 2011 dues 

online!  You will also find a feature to make your reservations for Stated Meeting Dinners too!  All 2011 dues 

notices have been mailed out.  If you have not received yours it may mean that we do not have your current 

address.  If this is the case, please email me at art.salazar@cox.net with your current address and phone 

numbers and I will get that information updated immediately. 

Fraternally ~ Arthur L Salazar, Jr., P.M. ~ Secretary  ~  Irvine Valley Lodge #671, F.&A.M. 

Master:   

John Morton 

(949)-701-0236  

john.morton256@yahoo.

com 

 

Senior Warden:  

Philip Toomey 

(949)-697-4627 

Mastersgrip@yahoo.com 

 

Junior Warden: 

Joseph Perrigoue 

 (949)-290-7388 

joe@perrigoue.com  

 

Treasurer:  

Mark Pressey  PM 

(949)-706-0500 

markpressey@gmail.com  

 

 

Secretary:   

Arthur Salazar  PM 

(949)-292-7253 

art.salazar@cox.net  

 

Assistant Secretary: 

Robert Driggers 

949-910-9817 

scfan0671@cox.net  

 

 

Chaplain: 

Matthew Davis 

949-677-3156 

Matt.Davis@cox.net    

mailto:koscoff@msn.com
mailto:keith@mulvaneyandco.com
mailto:keith@mulvaneyandco.com
mailto:Doxamen55@cox.net
http://us.mc838.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=art.salazar@cox.net
http://us.mc838.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=markpressey@gmail.com
mailto:art.salazar@cox.net
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Veterans Day 2010 
 

THE CLASP OF A VETERAN'S HAND 

 

 There's a warmth in the clasp of a Veteran's hand  

Which the world can never feel;  

And a depth in the tone of a Veteran's voice  

Which his words do not reveal.  

There's a friendly beam in a Veteran's eye,  

And a cheer in his pleasant smile,  

Which enlivens the heart and makes one feel  

That the old world is worth while. 

  

He is taught by the test of experienced years  

What the nature of men requires;  

And has learned by the use of the Veteran's Gauge  

To measure the hearts desires.  

He is loved by his brothers in Masonry,  

For his heart is ever true;  

And he reaches the souls of his fellow men  

As no other one can do. 

  

Then here's to the health of our Veterans all,  

And the hope that many years  

May be granted them ere Life's shadows fall  

And the light of heaven appears.  

There is ever a spark in a Veteran's heart  

Which keeps Love's embers aglow,  

And a warmth in the clasp of a Veteran's hand  

Which the world will never know. 

 

--Nelson Williams, P. G. M., Ohio. 1915 

 
FROM 1944 ~ Dorothy Kilpatrick 

 

“A new island stronghold is ours tonight; 

Just a few days‟ fighting and the losses were light.” 

Ragged newsboys Call in the Night ~ 

The paper too screams in black and white. 
 

A fat, noisy man, his glass in hand, 

Proposes a toast To our great free land, 

The party cheers, Their  jewels gleam bright. 

And how lucky for us That the losses were light!” 
 

Two swingshift shipwrights Knock off for recess: 

“Aw, them Japs‟ll fold in an year or less!”  

And in the cold, restless brilliance Of the welder‟s light 

They complacently read That the losses were slight. 
 

But far from all these, In a small country town, 

Stands a white, shingled house ~ Lights out shades down. 

A shadow flickers  On the moonlit lawn; 

A man takes the cable, His face grey and drawn. 
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He is joined by a woman, And, trembling, 

They Take receipt for the price They‟d had to pay. 

“The United States Government Sends its regret 

That your son died fighting…” They can‟t believe it yet. 
 

They walk through the house, Arm linking arm. 

How hard they had prayed That he‟d come to no harm! 

They find “Bud” on a desk, Carved deeply by a knife: 

Each room seems to bring Their boy back to life —  
 

That tow-headed boy, Who grew too fast, 

Whose suits seemed to shrink And whose shoes wouldn‟t last  

Who built his own engines, Eclectically run; 

And thought fixing jalopies The best of fun. 
 

He loved hot music, Thought concerts were a bore; 

In winter went skiing, in summer to the shore. 

And now far away, On the shifting sand, 

He lies again — Lifeless, With rifle in hand. 
 

They claim light losses Near and Far, 

But it all depends on who, and where, you are. 

 

 

THE FREEMAN'S OATH   
 
I do solemnly bind myself that I will give my vote 
and suffrage as I shall judge in my own conscience 
may best conduce to the public weal. So help me 
God! -  Framingham, Mass., 1634  
  

 

War begets Poverty,  

Poverty, Peace--  

Peace begets Riches,  

Fate will not cease--  

Riches beget Pride,  

Pride is war's ground--  

War begets Poverty,  

So the world goes round. 

--Old Song. 
 

 

    

Equality we understand far differently from the French. 

The French thought their nobles all too tall to mix with 

common mortals, so they shortened them by a head. They 

levelled down, we level up.- G. W. Speth. 
 

War on poverty. War on Drugs. War on Terror. All have 

one thing in common. They are  used to modify or temper 

the word WAR.  Words such as War, Love, Hate, Hor-

rific and Problem reduced to Issue should not be tossed 

about until they  become a throw away line equal to 

“Have a nice Day”. War is always reduced to killing — 

for expansion of borders, a so called “just cause” includ-

ing a religion, race, or a bruised ego. 

 

"The world judges Masonry by the public walk of those 

who compose its membership. If that walk is crooked, the 

institution is not held blameless. 
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                                FROM THE  EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Follows is from the Masons of California Web Site. 

Worth a visit for the curious. You can click on the indi-

cated icons and get more.     

  

 

YouTube Debut for CA Masons 
 

   Congratulations to Ognien Milovich of Beverly Hills 

Lodge No. 528, the grand-prize winner of the fraternity‟s 

first video contest. 

   This summer we asked, “What does Masonry mean to 

you?” Thank you to all who responded, and congratula-

tions to our winners. 

 Grand-prize winner: Ognien Milovich, Beverly Hills 

No. 528 

 Honorable Mention: Brian Kelley, Home No. 721 

 

 Honorable Mention: Billy Campbell, Burbank No. 

406 

   View the winning submissions on the new Masons of 

California YouTube channel and on Facebook. With 

more than a billion videos viewed per day, YouTube is 

one of the most popular and fastest-growing online video 

communities on the Internet. 

   The Masons of California YouTube channel is a fun, 

informal place for members and friends of the fraternity 

to view testimonials and examples of Masonry‟s profound 

impact on members and communities.  

Oct 18, 2010 

   The Masons of California YouTube channel launches, 

featuring winners of the fraternity‟s first-ever video con-

test.   [Read More] 

 

Find It at Mcyaf.org 

Details about the new Masonic Center for Youth and 

Families, scheduled to open late 2010, are now available 

online.[Read More] 

 And in other news Pasadena‟s Wisdom Lodge No. 202 

celebrated U.S. Constitution Day by saluting Civil Ser-

vants 
 

The Constitution's Living 

Legacy 
For 10 years, Wisdom Lodge No. 202 in Pasadena has 

celebrated U.S. Constitution Day with a special event to 

honor civil servants. 

 

Their 2010 event, held Sept. 15, broke all attendance re-

cords. More than 140 members of the community and 

lodge were present. 

 

The event had another first: it featured a keynote speech 

about the value of the Constitution today. Mary Thornton 

House, supervising judge for the Los Angeles county 

Northeast District, delivered the speech. 

 

The event honored Thornton House as well as a local fire-

fighter and police officer. 

 

The three honorees received commendations from Cali-

fornia Assembly Member Anthony Portantino, L.A. 

County Supervisor Michael Antonovich, and Pasadena 

Mayor Bill Bogaard. Wisdom Lodge Master Mark Bera-

sley presented special service awards, statues, and certifi-

cates. 

 

Some 80 members of the public attended, including local 

dignitaries, law officers, and the Pasadena chief of police. 

 

Photo: Wisdom Lodge No. 202 Master Mark Berasley and 

Secretary Levon Keshishian with Judge Mary Thornton 

House, Supervising Judge for the Los Angeles County 

Northeast District. 
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And last,  a School Cornerstone laying Ceremony in Galt California, begging the question “Who is John Galt?” 

 

                           http://www.galtheraldonline.com/articles/2010/10/20/news/doc4cbf76d55d537150365909.txt 

http://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaMasons
http://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaMasons
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Masons-of-California/96992765917?v=wall
http://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaMasons
http://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10199
http://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10198
http://www.galtheraldonline.com/articles/2010/10/20/news/doc4cbf76d55d537150365909.txt
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DEPARTMENT OF LONGEVITY                       
              

  NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

San Clemente-Saddleback 

 

Chapter #524 

           
  ORDER OF THE EASTERN 

STAR 

 

NOVEMBER 2010 

 

  4th:  524 Club Meeting 7:00pm 

 

16th:  Chapter Meeting, 7:30pm A “Mash” Farewell 

           Hosts; AM, AP & Junior Past Matron. 

 

20th:  O.C. Association Meeting 

   "A duty dodged is like a debt 

unpaid; it is only deferred, and 

we must come back and settle the 

account at last." J.F.N 

 

 

Brother Sam Kirkland enjoys phone calls at 949-496-3637 

if you have a minute or two to spare. 

 

 

In a Chinese book written between 500 B.C. and 300 B.C., 

called "The Great Learning" it is written that a man should 

not do unto another what he would not should be done to 

himself; "and this," is called the principle of acting upon the 

square."  

WANTED, A MAN. 
Ah, God, for a man with heart, head, hand, 

Like some of the simple great ones gone 

Forever and ever by, 

One still strong man in a blatant land, 

Whatever they call him - what care I ? - 

Aristocrat, democrat, autocrat - one 

Who can rule and dare not lie ! 

Tennyson 

 

 

 

 

 

Sgt. Kimberly Barbour 

Munley- American Hero & 

Rainbow Girl 
Ft. Hood Police Sergeant once a Worthy Advisor 

     (Originally Edited here from the 13 November 2009 

MSB Newsletter). 

A year ago on 05 November 2010 Sgt. Munley-Barbour  

shot a Jihadist within 3 minutes  of a  call for assistance. 

Kimberly Barbour Munley, former Rainbow Girl, is be-

ing hailed as a hero for bringing down the Fort Hood ter-

rorist shooter while taking three bullets herself. Her for-

mer partner Shaun Appler isn't a bit surprised. Appler, 

who worked with her years ago in North Carolina, says 

that he began calling her "Mighty Mouse" after she 

leaped through the air to free him from an assailant chok-

ing him and trying to grab his gun. 

"She saved my life that night" so when 

I found out the fe- male officer at Fort 

Hood was Kim, I wasn't surprised. 

Kim not only has the training, she is 

mentally prepared to know what to do 

when you get into that kind of situation."  

    Officer Kimberly Barbour Munley was a member of 

North Carolina Wilmington Assembly 29, now Goldenrod 

Assembly 29, where she served as Worthy Advisor, and 

also as the North Carolina Rainbow Grand Musician. She 

was also the holder of the Grand Cross of Color. 

    Kay Letterman, Supreme Inspector in North Carolina, 

said, "We are very proud of the courage that this young 

lady displayed to save so many lives. Sgt. Munley has had 

two surgeries, but she has survived a shot in the hand and 

two in her thighs, and without her brave actions, the Ft. 

Hood shootings would have been far worse.  

   Our prayers should certainly go out to her and her fam-

ily and for those she could not save as well.  (Always re-

member those who stand and deliver when needed) Ed. 
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MASONIC W/Free Dinner 

 

Randy Avery   5 

Theodore Chastney   49 

Clayton Daines 50        

Randy Fiandach             5 

Drew Gainor PM          13 

James Haney                   1 

Robert Lash                  59 

John Lowe GSW           29 

Jason Mayes               3 

Sam Miller 43         

Hazem Nasri                   2   

Stephen Pritsker PM 28            

David Roberts               35 

Cliff Schermerhorn      27 

Fred Scibuola PM        50      

Jerry Sewell PM           32 

Randall Smith               19  

Samuel Spiegel              29 

Daniel Stevenson           15       

David Troncoso               4  

   

    
 

NATAL 

 

   1st:  Justin Pearce 

 

  7th:  Hazem Nasri 

   

13th:  C. Allen White 

 

14th:  Herman Beyke 

 

16th:  Donald Anderson 

 

 24th:  Richard Yonis 

 

 26th: Glen Simmons 

 

 26th: Arthur Salazar PM 

 

 27th:  Michael Neben PM 

 

 27th: Rex Young 

 

 28th:  James Floren 

 

 29th:  Douglas Brown 

http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/9379
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/9379
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/9379
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/9379
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GRAND MASTER WILLIAM J. BRAY III 
 

Most Worshipful William J. Bray III is a Past Master of 

North Hollywood Lodge No. 542, having served as its 

Master in 1979. Brother Bill is also a member of Holly-

wood Lodge No. 355 and San Benito Lodge No. 211 of 

California and Kodiak Lodge No. 9 of Kodiak, Alaska. 

Brother Bill is married and lives with his lovely wife of 49 

years in Chatsworth. They have one son, Bill, a Master 

Mason, a lovely daughter-in-law and two fantastic grand-

sons, all living in Minnesota. 

Brother Bill served his country in the United States Navy 

and was medically retired with the rank of First Class 

Petty Officer. He then joined the family business as Vice 

President and General Manager of Sky Controls, Inc., an 

FAA repair station, and finally retired after he and his 

brother sold the business. 

Brother Bill‟s Masonic career and affiliations are as fol-

lows: 

He was Inspector of the 524th, the 326th, and the 324th 

Masonic Districts from 1990 through 1999, with brief in-

terruptions to serve as Grand Sword Bearer for Most 

Worshipful Stanley M. Cazneaux in 1992, Grand Marshal 

for Most Worshipful William F. Stovall in 1995, and as 

Grand Orator for Most Worshipful M. William Holsinger 

in 2003. 

In addition to these three terms as a Grand Lodge Officer 

and his services as an Inspector, Brother Bill was a mem-

ber of the Grand Lodge Youth Orders Committee in 

1977/1978, a member of the Grand Lodge Film and Crea-

tive Projects Committee between 1980 and 1985, Chair-

man of the Grand Lodge Inspectors' Workshop Commit-

tee from 1995 to 1998, and a member of the Grand Lodge 

Policy and General Purposes Committee from 2001 to 

2007. 

Brother Bill was elected as Junior Grand Warden in 

2007, Senior Grand Warden in September 2008 and Dep-

uty Grand Master in October 2009. Bill was honored with 

the Hiram Award by San Benito Lodge No. 211 in 2010. 

In the Scottish Rite he holds the rank of 33º degree, In-

spector General Honorary in the San Fernando Bodies. 

He is a member of all three of the York Rite Bodies, and a 

member of Al Malaikah Shriners in Los Angeles and is a 

Past President of Old West Shrine Club. Other Masonic 

memberships include The Royal Order of Scotland, The 

Robert the Bruce Association, and St. Croix Conclave, Red 

Cross of Constantine. He is also a member of the Allied Ma-

sonic Degrees Council No. 105, the National Sojourners, Los 

Angeles No. 26, Tri-Counties Legion of Honor Shrine Club. 

He is a Hero of ‟76 and has received the Honorary Legion of 

Honor from the Order of DeMolay. 

He and his wife, Linda, have been very active in the Or-

der of the Eastern Star. Linda is a Past Matron, and Bill 

is a Past Patron of Van Nuys Chapter No. 338 and both  

are charter members of Dr. Rob Morris Chapter, U.D. In 

2001 he served the Grand Chapter of California as Wor-

thy Grand Patron, and served the General Grand Chap-

ter, Order of the Eastern Star as Worthy Grand Chaplain 

from 2003-2006. 

Brother Bill has also served his community as a Scout-

master for Boy Scout Troop 226 in Chatsworth. His son is 

an Eagle Scout and both are members of the Order of the 

Arrow. Brother Bill has served as an usher in his church, 

is a member of the Canoga Park Elks, the American Le-

gion, the Fleet Reserve Association, and the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars. Brother Bill received the Man of the Year 

award for Chatsworth in 1981.  
Copyright GSAMSB - 2003 - 2010  

  

By Your Side-GM Bill Bray's Project (From the MSB 

Website) 

Cancer is a lifelong battle for the person affected, and his 

or her entire family. There are more than 1 million Cali-

fornians already fighting. This year, more than 120,000 

more will be told they have cancer. 

   By Your Side, the Grand Master‟s Project for 2010-

2011, is dedicated to these individuals and their families. 

   Building on a partnership with the Association of Cali-

fornia Nurse Leaders, By Your Side will provide support 

where it‟s most needed: educational resources for hun-

dreds of California nurses to become certified nurse on-

cologists, a critical need in the state. 

   With more of these specialists in every hospital, clinic, 

and medical care center, the project will help provide 

comfort and hope for thousands of patients and their 

loved ones. 

   To contribute, contact the Office of Philanthropy at 

415/292-9117 or davila@freemason.org. 
 

Announcement of Opening of Masonic Center for 

Youth and Families (MSB Website) 

The Masonic Homes of California is pleased to an-

nounce that the Masonic Center for Youth and Fami-

lies will open in San Francisco this November. 
As an expansion of the fraternity‟s commitment to serve 

children with and without Masonic affiliation, the Center 

will serve youth age 4 to 18 struggling with behavioral or 

learning problems. It will provide critical assessment and 

treatment planning services in a comprehensive, inte-

grated manner that is unavailable anywhere else in the 

country. 

The Center is designed to serve Masonic and non-

Masonic families throughout the state, providing single-

point-of-service care with an industry-leading profes-

sional team. 

Details about accessing services at the Masonic Center for 

Youth and Families will be provided in the coming 

months. The Center‟s website will launch in August, and 

more detailed information will be available at Annual 

Communication. 

If you have questions at this time, contact Steffani Kiz-

ziar, executive director of outreach and children‟s ser-

vices. 

mailto:davila@freemason.org
mailto:skizziar@mhcuc.org
mailto:skizziar@mhcuc.org
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 when used in Masonry is more than a repository of Di-

vine Will and Knowledge. It is a symbol of the fountain 

head of all learning, and a symbol of a Mason‟s belief in 

Deity. It is also a symbol of many other things, of which 

you will find in the books you will read, but in none of 

them will you find it all. 

   “Did you ever stop to ask yourself why Masons circum-

ambulate in the lodge? Or why they perform this rite at 

various times and in various ways? Or why that rite in a 

Blue Lodge is always done in one direction? That is a 

symbol, my brother, and a very beautiful one. It is a con-

nection, tenuous, but very direct, with those far progeni-

tors of Masonry who lived thousands of years ago and 

worshipped the Sun as the only god they knew. 

   “It is human to be like those we strive to admire. The 

small boy plays at being a soldier or a fireman, and struts 

with a small cane to be like his father. Imitating, we feel 

that we are like that which we imitate. Our savage forefa-

thers had this same bit of humanness. They believed that 

when they imitated that which was powerful, they in turn 

received power. They worshipped the Sun. The Sun, to 

them, traveled always from the East to the West, swinging 

north in the summer and south in the winter. Therefore 

they believed that if they, in their simple prayers and 

rites, imitated the course of the sun, they, too, would be-

come godlike and have power. Many religions, rites and 

ceremonies of a spiritual significance have followed in the 

footsteps of these early men, and thought to find in cir-

cumambulation a power which comes from the Divine. 

Something they worship. 

   “Of course there are other meanings of circumambula-

tion; these, too, you will discover in the books you will 

read. 

   “Not all our symbols are so ancient, although some are 

even further back in time. You are familiar, of course, 

with the „certain point within a circle.‟ That is a symbol 

and a great one. It has many meanings; meanings not at-

tributed to it haphazard, but meanings born in it, as you 

might say. A Mason may not materially err if he circum-

scribe his passions within that circle, not because the rit-

ual says so, but because our ancient brethren, who actu-

ally built Temples and Cathedrals, found that the point, 

or center in the circle, and another dot or two, were their 

easiest means of making their squares perfect, and abso-

lutely at right angles. This is a little problem in geometry 

with which you are doubtless familiar; if not, the books 

you will read will explain it to you. 

   “Get out of your mind, my brother, the idea that any 

symbols in Masonry are arbitrary; that some man said, 

for instance „here is an oblong square; I will make it into 

a symbol which means the lodge, just because I like the 

shape!‟ 

   “The „oblong square‟ my brother, was the shape which 

our ancient brethren conceived the world to be. We use it 

as the „shape of the lodge‟ because the lodge itself is a 

symbol of the world, and thus of our life in it. 

   “My brother, symbolism in general, and Masonic sym-

bolism in particular, is a life-time study. It is ever new, 

never ending.  
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As a follow-up to last month‟s Trestle Boards we will look 
at “Those Symbols” by Carl H. Claudy 1924. 

 

THOSE SYMBOLS 
 

   “I think I shall have to take an evening off and read a 

book about symbols!” said the Very New Master Mason 

to the Old Past Master at refreshment. “I find I don‟t 

know all about them.” 

   “When you find the book which teaches you all about 

them, lend it to me, won‟t you?” asked the Old Past Mas-

ter. 

    “Why, I‟m sure there must be such a book,” answered 

the Very Mew Master Mason, surprised. “And I know 

you know all about symbols, anyway.” 

    “I have never read a book which even attempted to tell 

„all about symbols” answered the Old Past Master. “I 

never knew the Mason who was willing to admit he knew 

all about them. And I never thought I knew very much 

about them, although I have studied them for forty 

years!” 

   “Why, you amaze me! There are only half a dozen sym-

bols in the lodge; surely they cannot have so many mean-

ings. The tools, the apron, I suppose the pillars on the 

porch; that‟s about all, isn‟t it? 

   The Old Past Master turned and looked curiously at his 

questioner. Satisfied that he was serious, the Old Past 

Master explained, gently, as to a child. 

   “I doubt very much that any one has ever had the te-

merity even to count the Masonic symbols,” he began. 

“Certainly I have not. But there are enough to keep a 

great many Masonic scholars and antiquarians busy for a 

great many years to come, as they have in past, trying to 

dig out of literature, history, archeology, sacred writings, 

religion, philosophy, and kindred branches of study, a few 

of the more important meanings of our symbols. Your 

innocent little catalog of lodge symbols would be pathetic 

if it wasn‟t funny, and humorous if it wasn‟t sad! 

   “Certainly you could not have meant to overlook the 

Great Light as a symbol, and....” 

   “Oh, but I don‟t understand that as a symbol,” inter-

rupted the Very New Master Mason. “That‟s the Bible, 

the Book. I thought a symbol was something that meant 

something else!” 

   “It is true that in our American and in British Lodges 

the Great Light is the Holy Scriptures,” agreed the Old 

Past Master. “But in another lodge, in another country, 

some other sacred Book may lie on the altar. The impor-

tant thing is not what book there lies open, but that it be 

the book which the Masons who kneel before it, venerate 

as the earthly repository of spiritual knowledge. Thus, to 

our Jewish brethren, the New Testament in our Great 

Light is not a Sacred writing as is their Old Testament. 

Yet our Book contains both. “But the Book of the Law  
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The more you read and study, the more you understand and enjoy this Masonry of ours. But you will learn it not in one 

evening or two; not even in many shall you learn it all.” 

   “Unless I spend them talking to you,” smiled the Very New Master Mason. ~ Brother Carl H. Claudy 

 CAMPING TRIP  
   In the summer of 1973, I was nine years old, my sister 

eight, and my brother five. We lived in Camden County, 

New Jersey, in the town of Audubon. My family's summer 

vacation that year was a camping trip to the Cape May, 

NJ area. We had set up our pop-top camper and made 

camp. On about the second day there, my father was 

"sick" all day. That would be Tuesday, then sometime 

early morning on Wednesday my mother decided to take 

Dad to the hospital. She went to the office of the camp 

ground to tell them she would be back in a couple of 

hours for us as soon as she got dad situated in the hospi-

tal. Then she called to tell the office that he had appendi-

citis and was being transferred to another hospital in 

Camden county. At that time the lady in the office asked 

about us, and my mother said she was sending someone to 

get us. I don't remember seeing that lady from the office 

after that, she came to the camper and told us that our 

mom was sending someone for us and to get our things in 

order. That night we all slept together in the camper and 

then the next morning we ate peanut butter and marsh-

mallows because the campground staff had turned off our 

propane tank.  

   The next day (Thursday) an old couple camping next to 

us started asking questions, we didn't know what to say, 

so we lied. We took my brother down to creek for enter-

tainment and to get away from questions and looks. The 

following day (Friday) we met the Campbell's. Their kids 

played with us and then they invited us over for lunch. 

They were vacationing in the same campground. They 

were from Audubon as well but we had never met them. 

They said they were friends of the Robinsons with whom 

we frequently went camping. The father asked a few 

questions about my family, my father, and my grandfa-

ther. He asked where my grandfather lived, etc. The fa-

ther later told us that when they broke camp that night 

they were taking us home to Audubon. We went back to 

our camper and packed up some of our things and Mr. 

Campbell and I closed up the camper. We rode in the 

back of their pickup truck and we went to their house for 

a while. When we arrived home, my Grandfather was 

glazing in a new window pane in our front door. This 

seemed odd since the window was not broken when we 

left. Our Grandmother fed us then gave us the scrubbing 

of our lives in the bathtub. She stayed at least a week and 

took care of us. My father eventually recovered and re-

turned home. The next day my mother came home. That 

was the only time I heard my Grandmother raise her 

voice to my mother.  

Fast forward to 2003.  

I am Worshipful Master of the lodge in Audubon. I get a 

phone call asking if I am " Buddy" Bicking (a nickname 

used since there were three Harrys in my family at the 

time), I answer in the affirmative and get "the rest of the  

story." Mr. Campbell was a Mason, and based on my 

Grandfather's residence of Forked River, NJ, he con-

tacted a nearby lodge (Mariners Lodge No. 150) and 

they contacted him. (My Grandfather was raised in 

Mariners Lodge in 1964.) Mr. Campbell offered to 

transport my siblings and I back up to Audubon. My 

Grandparents then drove up to Audubon. My Grandfa-

ther had to brake out a window to get into the house so 

they could take us in. Who called me? Remember the 

old couple who were asking questions? A Past Master 

and a Past Worthy Matron.  

 

Harry Bicking, PM  

Audubon-Parkside Lodge No. 218 F.& A.M 

. New Jersey, USA 

 

VISITING AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND  
   In my experience as a Mason, the greatest 

'happening' was in 1990 when my wife and I traveled 

from Pennsylvania to Auckland, New Zealand for her 

to attend the World Orchid Congress there. When we 

arrived at our quarters the lady at the desk informed 

me there was a man outside in his car waiting for me. 

You must picture this: Here I was about halfway 

around the world, having traveled many miles to a 

country where I really knew no one. Being welcomed as 

a friend by a "stranger" was truly wondrous.  

   The gentleman waiting to see me was the Secretary of 

the Lodge I had planned to visit that evening. He intro-

duced himself and then offered a quick tour of a part of 

Auckland that wasn't on most tourist's itineraries.  

This verifies and proves one of the Craft's best points. I 

was a stranger but had many friends whom I had never 

met. Whilst unknown to each other, we had all shared a 

trip! This has repeated itself innumerable times, here in 

the US and abroad. It was most certainly repeated in 

the three Southern Cross Lodges where I visited, two in 

Auckland and one in Cairns, Australia.  

 

George S. Robinson, Jr., PM 

Mt. Pickering Lodge, No. 446 F.& A.M. 

Chester Springs, Pennsylvania, USA  

 
This is part of a series of true stories exemplifying the best 

virtues of Freemasonry. These stories were submitted by 

Freemasons from around the world. They provide an in-

sight as to what it means to be a Mason. We hope you will 

enjoy them.  

Brother Tim Bryce 
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